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qrden Wood Nelghbors Object to Towers'

Developers change Their Plans
ihe develop€rs ofthe proposed housing project

on the Arden Wood propcfty sponsored two
workshops in February to present their new vision for
ihe 4.6 acae psrcel. tn Republic Urban's words' 'you

talked. tr,e list€oed'. Their revised scheme was a
sisdficant and welcon€d de?atture ftom the oriSilal
li urd six story towers. which were loudly oppos€d by
neidrbors. The new design consisis of four low-rise
buildings straddling a 'village drive' c'ulrninstirg 8t r
culde-sac.
Two existing buildings are to stay, buildiog 701 which
is currently staf housing and the direclor's house, and
are to b€ remodeled as part ofthe development. Robert
Mendelsohn, President of Republic U6an Properties
San Francisco Bral|ch, states that although a Plann€d
Unit Development will still be needed to build the
project, it will be built to existing zoning guidelines,
with the heighl staying within the 40 foot height limit.
Some ofthe project specifica:

o 60-75% oflhe existing tr€€s are to remam
o Green space will be rnrintained at the

perim€ter of the site
o Three walking paths wre higlrlighted for

access from the development to the West Ponal
transit hub- one of\'/hich was shown behind the
Arden wood Cbristian Science Facility

o The auto entry and e\it to the developmert will
be on l9' Ave. Cal Tr8ns has not yet given
approval for th6 acc€ss

tr The l8uAve. and Wawona gate will be used
only for emergenry vehicles

o The revised scherne Dlsns for l4l units-donn
from 162

o LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) Certification-a rating
system by the U. S. Green Building Coulcil to
promote environm€rf ally s€Nilive cofftruction
(renewable resources), sustainable site
development (such as coll€sting rair water for
landscapc inigation) and energr efficient
consruction. Republic Urban is shooting for a
'Gold' Certificstion
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o the dweloper plaas on filing platrs for their
eovironmcrttl walurtion applic$ion (pre-
EnviromE nal Impact Report) within the next
rtooth

o The develop€r may opt to pay a f€e in lieu of
providing for the city'r inctusionary (or
worldorce) housing requirement

The neidbors I spok€ to about the rovised d€sign
were optimistic, but still had some concems which are:

tr Sufficiert on-site parlcing. Thc anticipation is
that many ncw resid€nts will have multiple
cars and not e0ougb parking.

o How will she traffic go South on tgh Ave? ln
a previous scheme, the site's auto entry/exit at
thc 19' and Wawona rraffic lighr, allowed a
l€fi tum fiom the sit6 to go South aod end
dangerous U-Tums h from of St. Cecelia's.

To qeate an 8c{rptable project, the develop€r,
neighbon, Cal Trans and the City ofSsn Francisco
will need to remain involved and committed to
resolving tbe iser€s special to this area. With neighbor
involvemefi, the proposed project has gone far since
its inc€ption. Tbe developer has been asked to pres€nt
to the great€r neighborhood ir the near future. Stay
informed. irwolved and vocal.
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